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will not lead astray. For to affirm any general
proposition of this kind to be certainly, or
exactly, or universally true, is to make a
mistake about the nature and limits of human
knowledge. But at. present it is a venial
mistake, because the doctrine of the nature of
human knowledge, Erkenntniss-theorie, Ken-lore,
is only now being thoroughly worked out, so
that our children will know a great deal more
about it than we do, and have what thejr know
much better and more simply expressed. It
is almost infinitely more important to keep in
view that the uniformity of nature-is practically
certain, practically exact, practically universal,
and to make this conception the guide of our
lives, than to remember that this certainty,
exactness, and universality are only known
practically, not in a theoretical or absolute way.
Howfar awayis thedoctrineof uniformity from
fatalism ! It begins directly to remind us that
men suffer from preventive evils, that the people
perisheth for lack of knowledge. " Miserable
are they, because they see not and hear not the
good that is very nigh them ; and the way of
escape from evil, few there be that understand
it." The practical lesson is not that of the
pessimist, that we should give up the contest,
recognise that life is an evil, and get out of it
as best we may; but on the contrary, that
having found anything wrong, we should set to